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Abstract- Using the constitutive equation of rubber-like materials given by Gao (1990, Theoretical
Appl. Fract. Mech. 14,219-231), this paper investigates the problem of a wedge (or notch) under
the compression of a line load at its tip. The problem was treated as a plane strain case and the
large deformation was taken into account. The asymptotic solution to the stress-strain field near a
wedge apex (or a notch corner) is obtained. It is revealed that under compression of a line load, a
notch corner will be locally closed, i.e. the notch surface will contact each other. Under a similar
load, the wedge tip will be shrivelled to form a locally closed notch, i.e. the V-shaped wedge apex
will become W-shaped.

I. INTRODUCTION

In linear elastic theory, the problem of a concentrated line force acting on a wedge tip (or
a notch corner) is a very typical one and its solution can be found in very early literature
(Michell, 1902). According to the linear solution (Michell, 1902), when the wedge tip (or
notch corner) is approached, the stress and strain will tend to infinity, i.e. the field possesses
singularity. Although the singular field contains a large deformation area, for ordinary
engineering materials people can only consider the small deformation domain. Rubber-like
materials can sustain large strain, therefore the stress-strain behavior of singular field must
be analysed by nonlinear theory. There are two obstacles for solving the nonlinear singular
field: firstly, the inherently nonlinear geometry is difficult to describe; secondly, when
the singular point is approached, because of the tremendously large strain, the ordinary
constitutive relation may become physically invalid. Gao (1990) gave a constitutive relation
for rubber-like materials in which the stress tensor was decomposed into a spherical part
and a deviatoric part. This constitutive relation kept reasonably when strain tended to
infinity, and it was used to analyse the singular field of a plane strain crack. Knowles
and Sternberg (1973, 1974) gave an elastic constitutive relation which contained three
parameters. Their constitutive relation was also used to analyse the singular field near a
plane strain crack tip, but the classification of the solution is complicated and the second
approximation is needed. Furthermore, Gao's constitutive relation was verified to be also
reasonable and convenient for analysing the plane stress crack tip field (Gao and Durban,
1994). Using Gao's constitutive relation, Gao (1994) recently gave an asymptotic solution
to the singular field near a wedge tip (or a notch corner) of rubber-like materials that is
under the tension of a line load, i.e. the force directs outside the material domain as shown
in Figs l(a, b). However, for a similar problem, if the force directs inside the material
domain, i.e. the wedge is under compression as shown in Figs l(c,d), the solution cannot
be obtained by simply changing the signs of every quantity. Actually, the compression and
tension are quite different problems in large deformation cases; the deformation patterns
and field singularities are different for both cases. Using the constitutive relation given in
Gao (1990), the present paper analyses the singular field near a wedge tip (or a notch
corner) under the compression of a line load as shown in Figs 1(c, d). By dividing the field
into expanding sectors and narrowing sectors, the asymptotic solution to the wedge tip (or
notch corner) is obtained. The result shows that under compression, a notch will be locally
closed as shown in Fig. l(d), while a wedge tip will be shrivelled to form a locally closed
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Fig. I. Various loading cases: (a) wedge under tension; (b) a notch under tension: (c) a wedge
under compression; (d) a notch under compression.

notch as shown in Fig. 1(c). For simplicity, we only analyse the problem of a wedge under
compression, but the same analysis is valid for a notch.

2. BASIC EQUATIONS

Considering a three dimensional domain of material, we denote the position vectors
of a material point by P and p, before and after loading, respectively. x' (i = I, 2, 3) denotes
the Lagrangian coordinate, then we can define two local triads;

(1)

The displacement gradient is

(2)

in which the summation rule is implied, pi is the conjugate base of Pi' (8) is the dyadic
symboL The right and left Cauchy-Green strain D and dare

(3)

where superscript T indicates transposition. It can be proved that D and d possess the same
invariants

II = D:E d:E

12 :::;: D2
: E d 2

: E
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in which ":" denotes dual scale product and E is unit tensor.
In Gao (1990), a new form of specific strain energy is given,

where
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(4)

(5)

(6)

A, B, n, m, q are positive constants. The Kirchhoff stress (j and Cauchy stress 't' can be
obtained from W

(7)

From eqns (5)-(7) we obtain

Evidently, the stress in eqn (8) is decomposed into the deviatoric part and spherical part.
This is the main advantage of relation (8). It is verified that if m > q, 3q > nand n > 3/4,
the relation (8) keeps reasonable for a singular point. The equilibrium equation is

in which

V'-r=O (9)

(10)

3. EXPANDING SECTOR

We can imagine various deformation patterns of the wedge tip under compression,
from which various mathematical formula were obtained. However, only one is reasonable,
as stated in the following. Figure 2(a) shows the cross section of a wedge before loading,
whereas Fig. 2(b) shows the same cross section after loading. For simplicity, only the
symmetric loading case is considered here. The wedge tip field can be divided into several
sectors. Nand N' are called narrowing sectors; before deformation, Nand N' occupy
almost the whole wedge tip domain, but after deformation they become very narrow. Eis
called the expanding sector; before deformation E is very narrow, but after deformation
it becomes very wide and occupies almost the whole domain surrounding the wedge tip. The

(R.e)

(r.9)
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F

(~ ~)

Fig. 2. Deformation pattern of a wedge: (a) before loading; (b) after loading.
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deformation pattern in domain N (or N') and E are quite different so that they must be
described individually.

3.1. Strain and stress
Now we consider the expanding sector E. Two Lagrangian coordinate systems, (R,0)

and (r, 0), are taken so that (R,0) is the polar coordinate before deformation, while (r,O)
is the polar coordinate after deformation. In sector E we assume that (R. 0) are given by
the following mapping function of (r, 0)

R = r1-d<p(O)

0= rCljJ(O)

where d, c are constants to be determined. Let

(II)

oP
P r = 7);'

8P
Po = 80

I 8P
ee = R00' (12)

then, from eqns (11) and (12), we can obtain

Pr = r-d<p[(I-d)eR+cr"ljJeeJ

Po = r1-d(qJ'eR+rc<pljJ'ee).

Therefore the conjugate base is obtained

pr = rd-c(rc<pljJ'eR-<p'ee)/S

po = yd-c-l<p[-cr'ljJeR+(l-d)ee]/S,

in which

S = <p[(1-d)<pljJ' - c<p' ljJJ.

Let

then from eqns (2), (3), (14) and (16) we obtain the dominant terms of d;

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

Using eqns (4), (6) and (17) it follows

in which

(18)

(19)

Since the wedge tip is under compression, we can assume that K -+ 0 when r -+ O. This
assumption is verified by the analysis process, then eqn (8) is simplified to
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Substituting eqns (17) and (18) into eqn (20) and matching the singularity we obtain
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(20)

1: = r- II {2nATII- 1Sl-<41l131[ (p'2 f)ey @ey + ((l-d)2rp2 f)eo@eo

- (l-d)rprp'(cy @eo+co @ey ) J- 2qBS2q+ 1E} (21)

and

_ 3n(2q+ 1) d c = 6q+n d.
J1. - 3q+2n' 3q+2n

(22)

In order to match the order of stress with that of load, it is required that J1. = 1, then we
have

d= 2n+3q
3n(2q+ 1)'

3.2. Equilibrium equation and solution
The equilibrium eqn (9) is written as

n+6q
c= .

3n(2q+ I)
(23)

orrr atyll I- + - +- (rrr _ rllO) = 0
ar roO r

orro 1 aroll 2
-+--+-rYIl=O
Or r 00 r

where

rrr = r- I [2nAr- 1Sl-(41113)(rp'z - ~)_2qBSZq+1J

r llll = r- 1[2nATIl-l SI-(41l13l ((l_d)ZrpZ - f)-2qBSZQ+1J

Since rrr - rYo '" rOo", r- I, the solution of eqn (24) takes the form,

rOil = r- I At cos B, rYo = r- 1At sin 0,

(24)

(25)

(26)

where t is a constant to be determined by load. From eqns (25) and (26) we obtain the
equations to determine q> and if! ;

2n(l- d)rprp' T"-l S 1-(41113) = t sin B.

In addition we obtain the expression of rrr

(27)



2398 T. S. GAO and Y. C. GAO

(28)

The boundary conditions for eqn (27) are

<p'(0) = 0

t/J(O) = o.

(29)

(30)

For a given value of t, eqn (27) under boundary conditions (29) and (30), has a unique
solution, <p and t/J. As mentioned above, t is a parameter depending upon the load, therefore
it is necessary to discuss the general relation between <P, t/J and t. From eqns (27), (29) and
(30), it is easy to prove that if <p, t/J are the solutions corresponding to the parameter t, then
kd<p, k-ct/J will be the solutions corresponding to the parameter kt. Here k is an arbitrary
positive constant. So, when parameter t changes, the solutions <p and t/J will undergo a
similar transformation; t can be considered as the controlling parameter of the field. Based
on the above discussion, we can calculate eqn (27) only for a specific value of t (for example,
t = I). Since eqn (27) is nonlinear for the derivative <p', for convenience of numerical
solution, from eqn (27) we can obtain

<p/2 T<p' {[ <p' ] 3(I-d) }<p"=-----;:> L 2nM--(I+M)cotO +. <p<p/
<p~, <p mnle

where

M = 3~nq~31), L = 3(l-d)<p<p' cot 0+2(l-d)2<p2 _<p'2

n = T[T+ (l-d)2<p2] +ML[(2n _1)<p,2 +(1- d)2<p2].

For eqn (31), we must supplement a new boundary condition

<p(0) = <Po

(31 )

(32)

(33)

where <Po is a constant to adjust the given value of t. If we let <p = <Po '$(0), then $(0) = 1;
<Po expresses the magnitude of deformation field. The relation between <Po and t will be
discussed later. The curves of $(0) for some values of nand q are shown in Fig. 3. The
shape of curves $(0) is independent of parameter t.

From the second of eqn (27), the equation of ljJ is obtained

l.Or-_~

"n=1 q=2

o n=2 q=4

• n=4 q=4

o ~/4 ~/2 3n/4 ~

9
Fig. 3. The curves of <I> = ((11((10 for BIA = 1.
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Table 1. Crp/rpo

q

2399

n

1
2
4

10

2

0.5004
0.5288
0.5807
0.6303

4

0.4995
0.5443
0.6191
0.6949

8

0.4992
0.5552
0.6475
0.7453

, , I [ 2n(l-d)q)(p' n_I]3/(4n-3l
(l-d)cpt/J-ccpt/J=- - . T .

cp ('SIn 9
(34)

When CPo is fixed, eqn (34), under condition (30), can be calculated numerically with eqn
(31) if (is known. Unfortunately, for a fixed CPo we still do not know the corresponding (,
and eqn (27) does not provide any relation between CPo and ( since cp'(O) = O. In order to
reveal the relation of CPo and (we go back to the original eqn (27) and consider its asymptotic
behavior when 8--+n. It is easy to prove that cp ~ (n-9), t/J ~ (n-9)-1 when 9--+n.
Therefore we can let

cp = Ccp(n-9), t/J = Coj;(n-9)-! when 9--+n.

By substituting eqn (35) into eqn (27), we can obtain

[
A ( I )]d-(I/2nl[ ( ]dC = 2-(I/2nl - d--

cp B 2n n(l-d)

I [A ( I )](!/nl-c[ ( ]-CC - 2!/n - d--
oj; - I+c-d B 2n n(l-d)

(35)

(36)

On the other hand, from the numerical calculation of eqn (31), we can obtain the ratio of
Ccpfcpo = H for various nand q. The value of H is listed in Table I. Using Table I and eqn
(36) we can calculate the value ( for a given CPo, therefore the numerical solution of eqn
(34) can be performed. When CPo = I and BfA = I, the curves of t/J for various n, q are
shown in Fig. 4.

)( n=I q=2

o n=2 q=4

• n=4 q=4

7.0

o 1C/4 1t/2 31t/4 1t

9
Fig. 4. The curves of r/J for rp(O) = 1, B/A = 1.
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4. NARROWING SECTORS

The formula (ll) is not valid for the vicinity of 0 = ±n in Fig. 2(b) because <p -+ 0
and t/J -+ 00. Now, we consider the narrowing sectors Nand N' that occupy almost the
whole wedge tip domain before loading but shrink to the vicinity of e= ±n after loading.
For simplicity we only discuss sector N, but the method is also valid for sector N'.

4.1. Strain and stress
In sector N we assume

R = rl+bf(~)

e = g(~), ~ = (n-O)r- d
•

From eqns (12) and (37) we obtain

Pr r"{[O +b)f-a~f']eR-a~fg'ee}

Pe = rl+ b- d(_ f'eR- fg'ee).

Then we can obtain the conjugate base

in which

Let

then from eqns (39) and (3) we can obtain

dee = r2d-2bv-2{a2~2 f2g'2 + [(I +b)f-a~f']2}

drIJ = ,a-2bV-2{ -a~Fg'2+f'[(I+b)f -a~f']}

where

Furthermore, we obtain

(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

(41)

(42)

(43)

(44)

Substituting eqns (42)-(44) into eqn (20) and matching the singularity, noting that 1" "'- r-!,

it follows
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6q+n 3q-n
a = 3n(2q+ I) = c, b = 3n(2q+ I) = c-d.

2401

(45)

4.2. Coordinate transformation
Using a similar method to Gao (1994), we introduce a new coordinate system (~,,,) in

the vicinity of (J = n, as shown in Fig. 5,

~ = (n - (J)/r"

,,= r[1+~(n-(J)21 (46)

It can be proved that (~,,,) is an approximately orthogonal system in the vicinity of (J = n.
The inverse expression is

(J = n _ ~"a

r = ,,[1- ~(~"a)21

From eqns (46) and (47) we can obtain the relations between unit vectors

Using eqns (47), (48), (41) and (42) we obtain

(47)

(48)

Substituting eqns (44) and (49) into eqn (20), it follows

r~~ = ,,-I(~nAu"vl-(4n/3)_2qBv2q+,)

r~~ = -1I-'(inAunvl-<4n/3)+2qBv2q+l)

Furthermore, using eqn (48) we have

a a
e~' o~ e~ = -e~' o~ e~ = (l +a)lI

a

a a
e~' all e~ = -e~' all e~ = a(1 +a)lIa-l~.

(50)

(51)

4.3. Equilibrium equation and solution
Substituting eqns (51) and (50) into eqn (9) and matching the singularity we can obtain

.='~
Fig. 5. ~," coordinate.

" (t, 9)
I

I
I,

I 9=0
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() I 8, I+a "
- r~~ + - - r'~ + ._._- (r~~ - r") = 0
01/ 1/1 +a o~ 1/

() .,
iJ~ r" = O. (52)

Noting that r~~ '" r~~ '" 1/-1, r~~- 1/a-l and considering eqn (26), we can reduce eqn (52) as

au"v 1-(4n/3) _ ~
2n

o (53)

(54)

(58)

(56)

(57)

in which t is the same constant as in eqn (26). For the convenience of numerical calculation
from eqn (53) we obtain

f"_fg'2 = A~(I- al:t;)[2nf'2_(~n +1)U+(2Q+I)(1-3tQ)U]

/I 2f'g' = ug' (1- a+tQ) 2nf'
9 + f A I +b f

in which

The boundary conditions of eqn (54) are

r~~(O) = 0, r~~(O) = -1/- 1t

g(O) = 0 0 , g( Cf)) = O.

Using eqn (50) we can write eqn (56) as

/,(0) = 0, C: U"vl-(4n!3)+2Q~V2q+I)~=0 = t.

Equation (54), under boundary conditions (57) and (58), can be solved numerically; f(O)
and g'(O) are parameters to adjust conditions (57) and (58). The curves of f(~) and g(~)

are shown in Figs 6 and 7 for 0 0 = 45°, BIA = 1, f(O) = I (corresponding t is calculated),

3.0

2.0

f

1.0

o

q=2

q=4

'" n=2 q=4

A 0=4 q=4

2.0

l;
Fig. 6. The curves off(~) for BfA = 1,/(0) = 1,00 = 45".



A rubber wedge under the compression of a line load 2403

g

K/4

00=1 q=2

x 0=1 q=4

• 0=2 q=4

A 0=4 q=4

o 1~

~

Fig. 7. Thecurvesofg(~) for BfA = 1,/(0) = 1, eo = 45°.

but nand q are taken as various values. The curves of f(e) and g(e) are shown in Figs 8
and 9 for B/A = 1, f(O) = 1, 0 0 = 90°. This is the case of a half space acted by a line load.

4.4. The nature of the solution
Now we discuss the general nature of the solution of eqn (54). From eqns (54), (57)

and (58) we can see that iff and 9 are the solutions corresponding to the parameter t, then
J, eand t can be replaced by e-cJ, k- C eand kt, respectively and the equations are
still satisfied, i.e. when parameter t changes, the solution f and 9 will undergo a similar
transformation. Therefore, we only need to give the numerical result of eqn (54) for a
specified value of t (for example t = 1).

The numerical result shows that tQ ~ 1+b-a when e~ 00, i.e. eqn (54) has the
following asymptotic form :

f '
f"- I'g'2 = 0, g"+2-g' = 0 when e~ 00.

f

The solution of eqn (59) is

where f*, g*, OJ and eo are constants.

1.0

f
0 0=1 q=2

x 0=1 q=4

• 0=2 q=4

A 0=4 q=4

0 2.0

~

Fig. 8. The curves offW for BfA = 1,/(0) = 1, eo = 90°.

(59)

(60)
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o n=1 q=2

)( n=1 q=4

• n=2 q=4

'" n=4 q=4

o 3.0

~

Fig. 9. The curves of g(~) for BfA = 1,/(0) = 1,00 = 90'.

Considering the boundary condition (57) from eqn (60) we have the following asymp
totic expression for f and 9 when ¢ -+ 00,

1
f = f*w¢, 9 = w¢'

Using eqns (40), (43) and (61) we have

(61)

(62)

Substituting eqn (62) into the second equation of eqn (50), then into the first equation of
eqn (53), we can obtain

(63)

On the other hand, as mentioned before, tQ -+ 1+b-a when ¢ -+ 00, i.e.

(64)

so from eqns (63) and (64) we obtain

[
A ( 1 )Ja-b-(1/2n) [ t Ja-hf*w = 2-(1/2n) - a-b--

. B 2n n(1-a+b)

[
A ( 1 )Ja-(1/n) [ t Ja

W = 2-(I/n)(1 +b) B a-b- 2n n(1-a+b) . (65)

5. MATCHING OF SECTORS NAND E

Functions (R,O) possess different forms in sectors Nand E. Since qJ, t/J and f, 9
represent the same quantities, they must be consistent to each other when 0 -+ n and ~ -+

00. Now we consider the matching condition. Substituting eqn (35) into eqn (11) we obtain
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R = r1-dC'I'(n-B)

E>=rcCl/J(n-(})-1 when B-..n but e-..oo,

and substituting eqn (61) into eqn (37) we obtain

R r1-a+hf*w(rr-(})

E>=,a~(rr-(})-l when (}-.n but e-..oo.
w

2405

(66)

(67)

Comparing eqns (66) and (67), we can see that eqns (11) and (37) are consistent with each
other provided that

C'I'=f*w, Cl/J=w- 1. (68)

On the other hand, noting eqn (45) and comparing eqn (36) with eqn (65), we find that eqn
(68) is satisfied automatically. Therefore, the method of dividing the whole field into sectors
Nand E is successful.

6. THE RELATION BETWEEN LOAD AND FIELD

As mentioned above, the field, i.e. the magnitudes of q>, ljJ, fand g are controlled by
the parameters n, q, B/A and t. Now we derive the relation between the load and the
parameters. Using eqn (26) and (28) we can calculate the resultant force $' acting on the
wedge tip,

where

$' = - 2 J: (,rr cos (} - orO sin B) d(} = tC

r" sin 2B 2 2 '2
C= - Jo O_d)q>q>,[(l-d) q> -q> ]dB.

(69)

(70)

Evidently, the value of coefficient C only depends on the shape of function q> but not its
magnitude. On the other hand, from eqn (31) we can see the shape of function q> only
depends on parameter n,q but not B/A. Therefore, we can conclude that C only depends
on the values of n, q. The values of C are listed in Table 2 for various nand q.

7. CONCLUSIONS

For the rubber-like materials discussed in this paper, a notch corner under the com
pression of a line load will be locally closed. Under a similar load, the edge tip will be
shrivelled to form a locally closed notch. In both cases, the deformation field contains a
singular point (the wedge tip or the notch corner). When the singular point is approached,

Table 2. The values of C

q

SAS 31:17-H

n

1
2
4

10

2

6.309
7.062
8.774

10.954

4

6.288
7.527

10.402
15.024

8

6.278
7.880

11.867
19.912
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the stress possesses the order of r- 1 (r is the distance to the singular point in the deformed
configuration) ; this feature is similar to that of the linear elastic case.

The deformation pattern near a wedge tip (or a notch corner) can be described
separately for expanding sector and narrowing sector. The mapping function cp(8), t/J(8)
and .l<(J. g«(J are controlled by the constitutive parameters n, q, A, B and the loading
parameter l that is dependent on the load ff. In particular the shape of function cp only
depends on the parameters nand q.

The analysis in this paper is also valid for the problem that an infinite medium under
the action of a concentrated line load, and the deformation pattern is the same as that for
a wedge. It should be recalled that in linear elastic theory, the concentrated force problems
for a wedge and for a whole plane have different forms of solution. However, in nonlinear
theory, the solution forms are different for tension case and compression case.
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